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Pot Shop Orders & Collection    
   Open by appointment 

   Call 0407 939 738 

What’s Happening…. 
 

Presidents report, St Ives 

Bus Trip, preparing for 

Spring Show & how you 

can help                         

Each month we’ll attach an 

growing guide, all available year 

round on our website.                                              
                   

    Next General Monthly Meeting                         

Monday 8th September  2025  

@7.30pm  
 

 

 

 

 

Arnold Lockrey ‘In the Greenhouse’  

is also back from 7pm 
If you have a plant that you’d like Arnold to look at and go over, please 

email/call Dellas  (secretary) prior to our  
meeting night with details & if possible a photo of your  

requirements so we can ensure we have supplies needed for the 
demonstration on the night.                      

* Please if you are feeling unwell, have a cough, cold or sore 

throat, think of your fellow members and their families and 

stay home. 

ST IVES BUS TRIP 2025 
What a great day we had at the St. Ives orchid show. With a 

full bus we headed down the MI at 7.30, arriving in time for a 

quick look at the local markets. Great coffee and food stalls. 

Cary greeted us and we entered with a slight discount for a 

bus, bumping into Dave Munro who hitched a ride with us. 

Saw lots of our vendors, and again bought plants we didn’t’ need,  

but desperately wanted! 

The displays were excellent and the Grand Champion was a very beautiful Cymbidium 

nearly black in colour, very well deserved. We all enjoyed a bacon and egg roll, not 

good for the diet, but worth it. Of course we had to go back into the vendors area for 

another quick look. Didn’t want to miss anything. Then headed home. Great trip with 

our excellent driver Steve Dunstan, (didn’t need my shovel this time) but just as we 

arrived back at Westfield, the sky opened up with a torrential down pour. Some of us 

had umbrellas, not yours truly, I finished up saturated.  

Definitely didn’t need a shower. Thank you for the great company and great day. 

Looking forward to our next big adventure 

Dellas 

mailto:secretarymoc08@gmail.com


President’s Report…... 

September 2025 Presidents Report 

Spring has sprung Yes Yes No No – Who would be an Or-
chid?!!!!!. It only took 1 nice day for the Australian Native 
Orchids to open BUTTTT then a cold front comes along 
halting  
flowering. Native orchids get to a point where they are 
fully open and then ‘set’. I’m confident the timing will be 
right for our Spring Show. Don’t leave your staking of flower spikes until it’s too late for the 
best presentation of your orchids. Get your spikes upright. Not long now to this great event. 
Bring your plants for the show on Friday 12th and yourself for the weekend. Lots to do, see & 
volunteer. 

How good was Scott Barries talk on his latest Sarc. breeding at our August meeting. Scott is 
producing some wonderful Sarc. hybrids. Scott also talked on growing Sarcs. and showed us 
the mineral chart pointing out that minerals are most useful to plants when water ph is 5.5. I 
can still remember the first time Scott spoke at MOC a long long long time ago when he 
showed us the same chart. 

Our September speaker is Callyn Farrell from Down Under Native Orchids, based in the 
Hunter Valley. Cal only being a young bloke is very knowledgeable on a huge range of orchid 
genera and is an AOC and ANOS judge and an established orchid breeder. Don’t miss his 
talk. 

Preparations for the Australian Orchid Conference at Woolgoolga is well underway. As you 
know MOC is co-ordinating a Central Coast display at this great event. If you can’t make it to 
the conference yourself and think you may want to put some plants in the display please 
contact Marie or myself as we make be able to take them up for you. Plants would have to be 
collected on Monday 29th Sept. Plants will then be transported to Woolgoolga on Tuesday 
30th, The display will be set up on Wednesday 1st October with Judging all day Thursday 2nd and 
the Conference Saturday & Sunday. Twill be great. 

Another event not to be missed is our special guest speaker at the October general meeting. 
Bruce Gray from Atherton Nth QLD who will give us an insight into our FNQ native orchids 
with pictures of orchids in the wild from areas we will never get to see.  
More about Bruce - https://australianorchidfoundation.org.au/bruce-gray-aoh/ 

That’s it for now. Good growing and flowering. See you at the September  
meeting with Callyn Farrell. 

Steve Dunstan 

President 

https://australianorchidfoundation.org.au/bruce-gray-aoh/


• Notes from Neville Anderson, our recent speaker from Woolgoolga….  
The 17th Element…. Potassium silicate is used as a bio stimulate to strengthen plants, protecting 

them from mites and other insects. It also strengthens the cell walls, forming a physical barrier 

against infection by pathogens.                                                            

Silicates increase the growth rate of plants. They promote photosynthesis and strengthen the 

cells. 

 Nevilles recommendation ….I use it at 1ml to the litre once a month "By it’s Self ", not mixed with 

other nutrients 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

• Australian Orchid Conference at Woolgoolga…..  3rd, 4th, 5th October         
  Our floor display is 4M. X 4M.   

We need plants to fill our display. If you have plants, we have members travelling to the Con-

ference who can take them. Please let us know 

 Anyone looking for late accommodation in Woolgoolga, there is an availability for the dates 

Thurs Oct 2nd-Mon 6th Oct. Please see Marie or contact on 0404 041 803 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ ------------------------ 

• Pot Shop news….Virus Test Kits now in stock  

 Campbells Yellow fertilizer (to aid flowering)…$16 tub...as recommended by Neville to increase plant  

development and growth 

 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Members Sales Table  

           A commission of 15% of the selling price will be deducted from the sale. 

Plants to be clean, tidy and free from disease and established in the pot or other growing media. 
 The right to judge the saleability of a plant is reserved by the Show Marshal or any member of 

the Mingara Orchid Committee. Their judgment is final  

Please provide a list of your plants for sale and hand to Sale Table volunteers 

***** Members selling any Australian Native Orchid must complete the appropriate form  
BEFORE placing with Sales Table Volunteers.  

Both forms have been sent by Dellas last week and also available at the Show & Meeting 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mingara Meeting Speakers Calendar 

 
Some amazing  speakers coming this year… 

 
September 8th….  Callyn Farrell from Down Under Native Orchids 
    Breeding, growing and judging Dendrobium section Rhizobium (aka Dockrillia’s).  

October 13th… Bruce Gray 

November 10th….  TBA  

Dec 8th….  Mingara Orchid Society AGM  





                                                                        

 

Pictures continued on next page……. 

August meeting Benching 



Plants benched for August meeting cont….. 



Plants benched for August meeting cont….. 



Ask away! 

We don’t bite! (well some might, but most don’t) 

NO question too small or “silly” 

Being a part of Mingara Orchid Society is about  

sharing and learning all about our wonderful plants. 

We have a few new members who are Novices so 

feel free to ask or share your thoughts and  

questions.  

Question Box Do you have a question, 

or want to share an idea?   Please write it down 

and pop it into the box and we will       

      address it at our meeting. No names are            

required.  This is an opportunity for our               

members to support our members. No              

question is too silly, we never stop learning. 



    Congratulations…..                              
  Winner of the Lucky Door Fruit Box. 

        Peter Brunker 
                 Lucky Exhibitor    

        Thuy Tran                  

Thank you…to Cresthaven Fresh Fruit Market for their             

generous donation of our monthly lucky door prize.                                                                           

 Cresthaven Shopping Centre                                                          

 Cresthaven Ave. BATEAU BAY Ph. 43391607     

 

          Raffle Winners…        
Stanley Longworth, Lesley Rathbone, Robyn Whatman, 

Amanda Alexanderson (Gifted to Ian Thorn), & Jennie 

Thorn                                                             



   POT SHOP OPEN!! 
Ring Dellas Johnston – 0407939738 

By appointment only. 
 

POT SHOP HAS MOVED!! 

Now located at  

53 Geoffrey Road Chittaway Point 

park on the grass - off the road. 

      (mad drivers on Geoffrey Rd) 

CLOSED SUNDAYS 

Just a reminder Port Pots are only available to Mingara Orchid Club financial members. 

Limited to 5 pots of assorted sizes, per member per month. 

Please don’t buy for other club members or family members. 

Due to the delay in opening, Pot Shop vouchers will be valid to 31 st May 2025 

 



 
 

 

September 
 

6th - 7th Maitland & Coalfields OS @ School of 

Arts Hall 110 High St Morpeth 

8th MOC Monthly Meeting 

13th - 14th Mingara Spring Fair & Show 
17th – 20th Central Coast & Lakes @ HomeCo 

20th - 21st South & West Region Orchid Show & 

Conference @ Exhibition Park Canberra 

20th - 21st Mingara Relay 4 Life  

27th-28th Maclean & District Show @ Maclean 

Showground 

  

 

 

October 
 

1st-5th AOC 2025 @ Woolgoolga Sports Com-

plex 

11th - 12th ANOS CC Sarcochilus Show @  

Narara Valley Nursery 

13th MOC Monthly Meeting 

18th - 19th Central Coast & Hunter Cymbidium 

Society Show - Tuggerah Home Co 

17th-19th Orchids Central - Condell Park 

18th - Collectors Plant Fair @ Maitland 

18th - 19th ANOS Newcastle @ Windale-

Gateshead Bowling Club  

2025 Meetings and Shows Calendar….. 

Mingara Orchid Club Inc and contributors to this bulletin, disclaim all liability for damage or losses, which may 

be contributed to the use of any material published in this bulletin. 

 
  

 

November 

 
10th MOC Monthly Meeting 
29th Mingara Christmas Party @ Anglican Church 

Bateau Bay 

 

 

 

December 

 
8th MOC Monthly Meeting 

 

 

 

 

SPRING IS HERE!  

 








