


President’s Report…... 

Welcome everyone to our May meeting. 

We’re now starting to notice the change in seasons, with some much cooler weather arriving this week after what has 
been quite a warm autumn. As many orchid growers know, Mother’s Day is often the time we begin moving those 
more temperature-sensitive plants undercover for winter protection. It’s a timely reminder to have a look through 
your collection and decide which plants may now need a little extra shelter. 

At this time of year, it’s also important to adjust watering habits. Orchids are generally better watered earlier in the 
day during the cooler months so that, as many growers say, they “go to bed dry.” This helps reduce the risk of fungal 
problems as overnight temperatures drop. 

Please continue keeping an eye out for fungal infections as well as pests such as scale and caterpillars. They certainly 
seem active at the moment. I recently found one of those very large green looper caterpillars happily chomping away 
on a beautiful Cattleya flower — and they can do quite a bit of damage very quickly! 

Club Information and Upcoming Events 

Our annual Fair and Show is now only six weeks away, and preparations are beginning to ramp up. As always, we are 
calling for volunteers to assist over the show weekend. Any time that members can spare would be greatly  
appreciated. 

We rely heavily on our wonderful volunteers to help ensure the success of both the Fair and the Show. Assistance is 
needed across many areas including: 

• bag minding, 

• raffle ticket sales, 

• counting visitor numbers, 

• general assistance, 

• and security duties. 
Please volunteer. The Show volunteer roster will be available at this Monday’s meeting. 

Without the support of our club members volunteering their time, it would be extremely difficult to run an event of 
this size. The Fair and Show truly depend on member involvement, and we thank everyone who contributes. 

As we move closer to the Show, please also begin preparing your plants. Make sure plants are clean, healthy, free 
from pests and disease, properly labelled, and well presented. As Jeanette reminded us last month, staking and 
presentation are very important and can make a tremendous difference to the overall appearance of a display plant. 

Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea 

Mingara Recreation Club will once again be hosting Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea on Thursday, 21 May at 
10:00am in Hadley’s. 

As one of Mingara’s valued sub-clubs, it would be wonderful to see some of our members there supporting this very 
worthwhile event raising funds for those impacted by cancer. 

The cost is $10 per person, which includes coffee and cake, so please come along for a cuppa and support a great 
cause. 
 

Orchids Out West Bus Trip 

Our bus trip to Orchids Out West will take place on Saturday, 16 May, departing Tuggerah at 7:30am. 

This is always a fantastic event, with beautiful orchid displays and plenty of plants available for sale. In addition to 
the orchids, there will also be a succulent show and around 40 vendors selling a wide range of plants and related 
items. It promises to be a very worthwhile day out. 

There are still a limited number of seats available on the bus, so if you would like to attend, please see Dallas Johnson 
to put your name down. 



President’s Report Cont…... 

Tuggerah Bunnings Barbecue Fundraiser 

Our Bunnings Tuggerah barbecue fundraiser will be held on Saturday, 30 May. 

We are seeking volunteers to assist throughout the day, from approximately 7:15am through until 4:00pm. To help 
things run smoothly, we will be organising a roster system, so we ask members to nominate specific times they are 
available to assist rather than everyone arriving at once. 

This is always a great club event and an important fundraiser that provides valuable financial support for the club. 
Thank you in advance to everyone able to lend a hand. 

Last Month’s Guest Speaker 

Last month we were very fortunate to have Dave Munro as our guest speaker, presenting on the Singapore  
Gardens. 

Dave gave an absolutely fantastic presentation, and I know everyone thoroughly enjoyed his talk. The gardens 
themselves looked spectacular, with orchid displays simply breathtaking. I think many of us left feeling inspired to 
visit there ourselves one day. I know it certainly made me think seriously about perhaps going over to see them 
next year. 

Thank you again, Dave, for such an enjoyable and informative presentation. 

This Month’s Speaker 

This month, we welcome our own Mark Matthews, who will be speaking about the Pot Shop. 

Mark will be bringing along a range of products as display items, and members will also be pleased to know that 
small Waterwell pots are now back in stock. 

For members who are unable to visit the Pot Shop during the week, we’re also pleased to advise that the Pot Shop 
will be operating at our Fair and Show in June, with a large range of products available for purchase across the 
weekend. 

We will also have pre-bagged potting mix available for sale, which will be particularly useful for smaller home 
growers who only need enough mix to repot a few orchids rather than purchasing larger quantities. 

The mix being prepared is a quality blend consisting of medium-grade bark, charcoal and perlite, suitable for a 
wide range of orchids. In preparation for this, some of our members will be taking part in a special “bagging day” 
to help get the potting mix ready ahead of the Show. 

Thank you everyone, and I hope you all enjoy Monday night’s meeting. 

Kind regards, 

Peter Brunker, President 



 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Speakers for 2026 

 

May - Mark Mathews “What’s Up at the Pot Shop” 

June - John Bartlett Growing Phragmipediums &  

  Paphiopedilums 

July - Marie Bartlett - Fair & Show Wrap Up 2026 

Dear Members  

As the Mingara Club jackpot draw has not been 

won and  

continues to increase and the crowds encroach 

into our meeting space, we are now able to  

relocate our meeting room downstairs into the  

Tasman rooms.  

This is a much quieter and calmer area for us to 

conduct our meetings. As well, the room will be 

preset for us; tables set out for our benching, 

and we won’t need to reposition the tables & 

chairs after our meeting.  

This is a real bonus for the few members who 

arrive early and leave late to ensure the room is 

set up. The Tasman rooms are downstairs 

(where we hold our Fair & Show). You can 

 access the lift or use the stairs. If you have a 

number of plants, you can also access the side 

door in the Loading Dock area, but you must  

return your car to the carpark after you have  

unloaded your plants.  

If you need some support with bringing plants 

into the club and returning at the end of the 

night,  

please phone (President) Peter Brunker on 

0468733732  

or Marie (Show Marshall) on 0404041803 and 

we will assist you.  



Countdown….just 7 weeks to go!! 

 keep checking your plants for any new spikes 

 tidy up old sheaths, weeds etc. 

 remove dry husky bits around pseudobulbs 

 check for scale, mealy bugs & ants  

 inflorescences are correctly staked 

 check plant tag is correctly named ready for ticketing 

 know your plant Class number, ask if not sure 

 place your name on your pot 

2026 Fair & Show Update… 

Saturday 27th & Sunday 28th June,                                                                                                                

benching set up Friday 26th June 

2026 Fair & Show Update 
Saturday 27th & Sunday 28th June, 

Benching set up Friday 26th June 



Thank you, thank you, thank you.....

to our wonderful members for sponsoring many of the Classes Show in our Schedule

and also to ANOS Central Coast and Gosford Orchid Society for their support.

We still have the following classes available for anyone wishing to sponsor

Open Hybrids

Section Seven - Australian/Australasian Hybrids

34 Dendrocoryne and hot/cold Dendrobium - predominately pink, mauve, purple

35 Dendrocoryne and hot/cold Dendrobium - predominately yellow, orange
36 Dendrocoryne and hot/cold Dendrobium - predominately white, cream

37 Dendrocoryne and hot/cold Dendrobium - any other colour

40 Dockrillia hybrid – predominately pink, purple, red, brown
41 Dockrillia hybrid - any other colour

42 Dendrobium Phalaenanthe style hybrid
44 Dendrobium Spatulata style hybrid
45 Any other Dendrobium hybrid
47 Sarcanthinae hybrid - any other colour

48 Any other Australasian hybrid

Section Eight - Other Hybrids

51 Any other Dendrobium - not specified elsewhere
52 Any other hybrid not specified elsewhere

Open Species

Section Nine - Cypripediodeae Species - Champion Cypripediodeae Species

53 Cypripediodeae - Paphiopedilum species
54 Cypripediodeae - Paphiopedilum species multi-floral (3 or more flowers on one raceme)

or sequential flowering
55 Cypripediodeae - Phragmipedium species or any other Cypripediodeae

Section Ten - Australian/Australasian Species - Champion Australian/Australasian Species

63 Any other Australian species

Section Eleven - Other Species

63 Laeliinae species

66 Oncidiinae species

67 Pleurothallidinae species

68 Dendrobium species - not specified elsewhere

72 Miniature species (see condition 15)
Novice

Section Twelve

74 Laeliinae hybrids
75 Oncidiinae hybrids

78 Any other species

Junior (Under 18yrs)

Section Thirteen

79 Any species or hybrid



Volunteer roster....please see Peter to add your name

MOC members, this is your Fair & Show, it is an Event to showcase our amazing Club
Below is an overview of how our weekend evolves.

Please volunteer any time you may have over the weekend, even an hour is appreciated

Friday...

8am: MOC members to assist with the general Fair & Show set up throughout the day.

Assisting Vendors to unload plants

****Any MOC member assisting with earlier set up may bring their plants in from 8am,****

9am: benching commences & Display set up begins

4.30pm: Judges & Associates gather for pre discussion judging.
6.45pm: Judges begin plant judging. We need 12 runners to assist this process (very easy)

Saturday & Sunday...

9am: needing volunteers for Security of plants in display area (Tasman rooms) and Vendor area

Raffle sales & Welcome area.

Brochure has gone to Print with local Printers WAND PRINTING @ Wyong

If you wish to pre order plants to collect at the Fair & Show, please contact our Vendors....

Vendors email details or checkout their websites

Alice's Orchids alicesorchids@bigpond.com

Barrita Orchids scott@barritaorchids.com.au

Dark Star Orchids darkstarorchids@skymesh.com.au

Ezi-Gro Orchids ezi-gro.com.au

Fong Ping Orchids floweramabbrisbane@gmail.cm

Johnston Orchids orchid@adam.com.au

Kawana Gardens Nursery islade@bigpond.net.au

Kings Nursery kingsnursery3021@gmail.com

Kingfisher Orchid Nursery kingfisherorchidnursery@gmail.com

MnS Orchids max.sue@primus.com.au

Nicky's Slippers nickzurcher@vahoo.com

Orchids Species Plus orchidspeciesplus@bigpond.com

Orchids on Newbold stephenstebbing@aapt.net.au

Orchids of Distinction info@orchidsofdistinction.com.au

Ten Shin Gardens info@tenshingardens.com (order by 31st May)

Tinonee Orchids orchids@tinoneeorchids.com

Western Orchid Culture westernorchids@icloud.com

What can your

b do for you?

What can

Club



                                                                        

 

April Benching 

 

 



April Benching cont…. 



April Benching cont…. 

 

 



April Benching cont…. 



    Congratulations…..                                                                                                    

  Winner of the Lucky Door Fruit Box. 

      Rick Hurst 

 Lucky Exhibitor  
     Arnold Lockrey - donated to Sandra 

Thank you…to Cresthaven Fresh Fruit Market for their             

generous donation of our monthly lucky door prize.                                                                           

 Cresthaven Shopping Centre                                                          

 Cresthaven Ave. BATEAU BAY Ph. 43391607     

          Raffle Winners…        
Ken Scanlon, Lesley Rathbone, Garth Dale, Elsie Alipalo, 

Jim McEvoy, Amanda Rounsley x 2, Jenni Thorn, Peter 

Brunker, Yolande Baker, Greg Sullivan, Thuy Tran, Ron 

Richards, Steve Dunstan & Peter Bolin                                      



 

Ring Dellas Johnston – 0407939738 

By appointment only. 
 

POT SHOP  

 

53 Geoffrey Road Chittaway Point 

park on the grass - off the road. 

      (mad drivers on Geoffrey Rd) 

CLOSED SUNDAYS & MONDAYS 

Port pots still available 

Campbells Yellow Fertiliser has arrived & also more of  

Bobby Bishop’s Charcoal in all sizes has arrived. 

This month with Mark’s Presentation we’ll see  

everything the Pot Shop has to offer 


