


President’s Report…... 

President’s Report – June 2026 

 

 

Welcome to June, which means we are now on the final countdown to our Annual Orchid Fair and 

Show, to be held on the last weekend of the month, Saturday 27 June and Sunday 28 June. 

Preparations are well underway, and we are looking forward to presenting another outstanding  
display of orchids to the public. I encourage all members who are able to contribute plants to 

our Mingara Orchid Club display to start preparing them now. Please ensure your plants are  

well-presented and, importantly, pest and disease-free. 

We will have one of our final discussions on preparing plants for display at our next club meeting 

on Monday night, and I encourage everyone to attend. 

The plans for our display are well in hand, but we will need member support on Friday morning as 
we set up the display. Assistance with lifting and placing plants into the display area will be  
greatly appreciated, and even a handful of volunteers can make a big difference. 

The show rosters are currently being prepared, and I ask all members to consider volunteering 

for a shift. We need assistance across a range of areas, including bag minding, raffle sales, 
counting visitor numbers, security duties, and general assistance in both the fair and show  
areas. We are also looking for volunteers on Friday evening, 26 June, at 6:15 pm to assist 

as runners during judging. It is not a difficult role, but it is an important one, involving taking 
judging results back to the computer room. Many hands make light work, and your help is  
essential to the success of our biggest event of the year. 

 



President’s Report Cont…... 

Last month we enjoyed our Orchids Out West bus trip, which was fully booked. By all reports, 
everyone who attended had a fantastic day and enjoyed the opportunity to visit a range of orchid 
growers, with some fantastic displays presented by various orchid clubs. A special thank you goes 

to Steve Dunstan, who once again generously gave his time to drive the bus for us. Steve’s will-
ingness to help the club year after year is greatly appreciated, so if you see him around the club, 
please take the opportunity to thank him personally. 

The club would also like to sincerely thank John Bartlett and Mark Matthews for the many hours 
they have once again put into bagging pre-mix for sale through the pot shop at our Orchid Fair and 
Show. This is an invaluable service for our members and visitors, particularly newer growers and 
those with smaller collections, providing them with a convenient and reliable potting resource. 

We also held our Bunnings Barbecue last Saturday. Around 15 to 16 members generously volun-
teered their time to help raise funds for the club. Thank you to everyone who assisted. These fund-
raising activities play an important role in supporting the club’s activities. The funds raised help 
provide raffle prizes and show prize money, assist with the purchase of larger plants for our raffles, 
subsidise bus trips, contribute to our Christmas party, and help cover the costs of bringing guest 
speakers to our monthly meetings. 

As a result of the club’s healthy financial position, the committee has recently decided that tea, 
coffee and biscuits will now be provided free of charge at our meetings, replacing the previous 
$2.50 charge. The committee felt this was an important step, as it will help create an even more 
welcoming and enjoyable atmosphere for all members and visitors attending our meetings. 

I look forward to seeing everyone at our June meeting and, of course, at our Annual Orchid Fair 
and Show later in the month. 

Happy growing, 

Peter Brunker 

President 

Mingara Orchid Club 
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Total sausage
sandwiches -872

Total drinks - 268

Fantactic effort  tean!
PICCOLLAGE STUDIO 160 48 PICCOLLAGE STUDIO 160



 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Speakers for 2026 

 

June - John Bartlett Growing Phragmipediums &  

  Paphiopedilums 

July - Marie Bartlett - Fair & Show Wrap Up 2026 

Dear Members  

As the Mingara Club jackpot draw has not been 

won and  

continues to increase and the crowds encroach 

into our meeting space, we are now able to  

relocate our meeting room downstairs into the  

Tasman rooms.  

This is a much quieter and calmer area for us to 

conduct our meetings. As well, the room will be 

preset for us; tables set out for our benching, 

and we won’t need to reposition the tables & 

chairs after our meeting.  

This is a real bonus for the few members who 

arrive early and leave late to ensure the room is 

set up. The Tasman rooms are downstairs 

(where we hold our Fair & Show). You can 

 access the lift or use the stairs. If you have a 

number of plants, you can also access the side 

door in the Loading Dock area, but you must  

return your car to the carpark after you have  

unloaded your plants.  

If you need some support with bringing plants 

into the club and returning at the end of the 

night,  

please phone (President) Peter Brunker on 

0468733732  

or Marie (Show Marshall) on 0404041803 and 

we will assist you.  



Leaving in beautiful weather, we headed down the M1 to Hawkesbury and the Orchids Out

West display. Our trip down was easy, however some of our members seemed to misbehave

down the back of the bus, no names mentioned.

On checking in, we headed off to the displays and then round to some of the vendors, many
we will see again in June.

The displays although not many were very well presented.
Congratulations to all the winners.

Later some of us headed over to the Succulent & Cactus display. There lots of people milling

round, with about 40 vendors, mostly cactus & succulents, however, there were popped over

foliage plants, pots, and various stalls,.and said hullo to David Banks and Susan, (Susan's
Succulents)

On the whole had a great day very nice sausage sandwich, others seemed to enjoy the bacon

and egg rolls

Many thanks to the best bus driver on the coast Steve for getting us safely to and from

the show.

Next trip St.lves in August, so keep 15th August free

Till next time

Dellas

Orchids Out West

BUS TRIP



Countdown….just 3 weeks to go!! 

 keep checking your plants for any new spikes 

 tidy up old sheaths, weeds etc. 

 remove dry husky bits around pseudobulbs 

 check for scale, mealy bugs & ants  

 inflorescences are correctly staked 

 check plant tag is correctly named ready for ticketing 

 know your plant Class number, ask if not sure 

 place your name on your pot 

2026 Fair & Show Update… 

Saturday 27th & Sunday 28th June,                                                                                                                

benching set up Friday 26th June 

2026 Fair & Show Update 
Saturday 27th & Sunday 28th June, 

Benching set up Friday 26th June 



2026 Fair & Show Update...
Saturday 27th & Sunday 28th June.

benching set up Friday 26th June

What can your

Club do for you?

and

What can you do

for your Club?

Show Schedule, Registration form will be sent out separate to this Newsletter

18 Classes remaining as of 3rd June

MOC Show Schedule Classes available for members & friends to sponsor

@$25 per class

Section Three-Laeliinae Hybrids

Open Hybrids

11. Laeliinae -74mm and under - predominantly pink, mauve, purple

12. Laeliinae -74mm and under - any other colour

Section Four - Monopodial Hybrids - Champion Monopodial Hybrid

15. Vandaceous - classical style 50mm and greater
16. Vandaceous - classical style 49mm and under

21. Any Other Monopodial Hybrid

Section Seven - Australian/Australasian Hybrids

35 Dendrocoryne and hot/cold Dendrobium - predominately yellow, orange

36 Dendrocoryne and hot/cold Dendrobium - predominately white, cream

37 Dendrocoryne and hot/cold Dendrobium - any other colour

40 Dockrillia hybrid - predominately pink, purple, red, brown

41 Dockrillia hybrid - any other colour

42 Dendrobium Phalaenanthe style hybrid
45 Any other Dendrobium hybrid
47 Sarcanthinae hybrid - any other colour

Open Species

Section Eleven - Other Species

64 Laeliinae species

66 Oncidiinae species

67 Pleurothallidinae species

68 Dendrobium species - not specified elsewhere
72 Miniature species

THANK YOU Steve Dunstan for placing banners & Corflutes around, assisted by John Bartlett

A huge THANK YOU to our wonderful members & friends who have sponsored Classes in our

Show:

ANOS Central Coast, Arnold Lockrey, Carol Mercier, Dean & Amanda Rounsley, Dellas Johnson,

Diania Grimshaw, George & Virginia Penfold, Her Cave Inc, Janice Matts, Jenni Thorn,

Jim McEvoy, John & Marie Bartlett, Lesley Rathbone, Lyn & lan Nelson, Mark Mathews,

Marie Simpson & Ron Barbie, Mary Aquilina, Natalie Pantel, Paul Coomber, Paul Irwin,

Peter Brunker, Rev. Peter Dunstan, Robyn Whatman, Rod Nurthern, Ryan Stanton (Physiotherapy).

Sandra Buhagier, Veronica Clowes, Yolande Baker, Kevin Western Orchid Laboratories



There are just 17 classes available.....

And another shout out to our Vendors, Societies & Nurseries who have sponsored Champions

THANK YOU......

Alice's Orchids ......Champion Exotic Species

ANOS Central Coast......Champion Australian/Australasian Hybrid

Barrita Orchids......Champion Cymbidium Hybrid

Deman Orchids......Champion Seedling

Ezi Gro Orchids......Champion Cypripediodeae Hybrid

Fong Ping Orchids ......Champion Oncidiinae Hybrid

Gosford Orchid Society ......Champion Novice

Kingfisher Orchid Nursery ......Champion Laeliinae Hybrid

Kings Nursery..... Champion Australian/Australasian Species

MnS Orchids ......Champion Monopodial Hybrid

Mingara Pot Shop & Accessories ......Champion Junior

Nicky's Slippers ......Champion Cypripediodeae Species

Orchid Mania ......Champion Any Other Hybrid

Susan's Succulents ......Champion Floral Art

Ten Shin Gardens ......Mingara Directors Special Prize

We need plants to create our Foyer display. Not your very best 'Show' plants, but plants

in good enough condition to welcome those visiting the Club and promoting our

Premier Event during the week prior to our Fair & Show.

10am Monday 22nd June for set up.

Please bring your plants to the Club foyer

MOC members, this is your Fair & Show, it is an Event to showcase our amazing Club.

Please, please volunteer any time you may have over the weekend, even an hour is

appreciated. Please add your name to the Roster

Below is an overview of how our weekend will unfold.

Friday...

8am: MOC members to assist with the general Fair & Show set up throughout the day. Lots to do.... including

assisting Vendors to unload plants, assisting with display set up, Pot Shop set up and so many 'little

jobs
Note: Any MOC member assisting with set up may bring their plants in from 8am.

9am: benching commences & all Displays set up commences

12.30 Benching closes

2.30: Set up completes & Tasman Rooms close in preparation for  judging

4.30pm: Judges & Associates gather for pre discussion judging.
4.45pm Display Judging begins

6.15pm: Need 12 runners gather for pre discussion to assist Judges (very easy)
6.45pm: Judges begin plant judging.

Saturday & Sunday...

9am: needing volunteers throughout Event centre .... includes security of plants in display area (Tasman rooms) and
Vendor area, Raffle sales & Welcome area.



The following Bump in plan will assist you when bringing your plants in on the Friday.

Please follow the directions from Mingara Staff, Mark or John to make this easy for everyone.

If you have just a small number of plants, you can also come in through the foyer.

If you need support, please phone Marie/Show Marshal mob. 0404041803 or Peter (President)
mob. 0468733732

Vendor

Bump in area for 2 Vendor's vehicles at rear of area Showroom
Mark to support with volunteers

material has temporary access to the "Show Room" via the small footpath adjacent to laneway car parking
areas 1, 2,

Car Spaces 1, 2,

-Access Showroom

via footpath NOT the

adjacent driveways

Mingara Staff will oyersee all traffic moyement at all times

Space for 3 Exhibitors vehicles to unload.MOC volunteers

Once unloaded, vehicle must immediately move to car parking area

Failure to observe direction from Mingara Club staff will result in your being withdrawn from the Event.

Jara Orchid C
l

2026 Mingara Orchid Club Bump in plan

Vendors & Exhibitors /Display groups

Please note you may also park in the Club Car Park and enter

via the main entrance. A Lift is available
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April Benching 

 

 



April Benching cont…. 



April Benching cont…. 

 

 



    Congratulations…..                                                                                                    

  Winner of the Lucky Door Fruit Box. 

      Rick Hurst 

 Lucky Exhibitor  
     Dave Munro 

Thank you…to Cresthaven Fresh Fruit Market for their             

generous donation of our monthly lucky door prize.                                                                           

 Cresthaven Shopping Centre                                                          

 Cresthaven Ave. BATEAU BAY Ph. 43391607   

   

          Raffle Winners…        
Virginia Penfold, Diania Grimshaw, Stanley Longworth, 

Mark Mathews & Amanda Alexanderson                                     


