


President’s Report…... 

President’s Report – July 

It’s hard to believe that after months of planning, anticipation and excitement surrounding 
our Fair and Show, it has now come and gone. After all the preparation and hard work, we 
are already looking forward to doing it all again next year. In fact, the first mention of next 
year’s Fair and Show occurred at our Committee meeting last Monday night, and the looks 
on our Committee members’ faces were somewhat amusing!! But what a wonderful  
weekend it was. 

Preparations began with members and volunteers undertaking some of the setup 

on Thursday 25 June, followed by the completion of the setup, displays and judging 

on Friday 26 June. The Fair and Show then took place over the weekend of 27–28 June, and 
what a tremendous success it was. 

We welcomed more than 3,000 visitors, had around 50 volunteers generously giving their 

time, and we saw over 500 orchids benched—the largest number of plants displayed for 
many years. The quality of the exhibits was outstanding, our displays were magnificent, and 
the improved area for our guest speakers and potting demonstrations proved to be a great 
success. 

The feedback we have received, both online and through letters and emails, has been  
overwhelmingly positive. Many people congratulated our club on presenting such a  
professional, friendly and enjoyable event. 

This success was only possible because of the dedication and hard work of so many people. 
To everyone who helped in any way—whether setting up, benching plants, greeting visitors, 
working behind the scenes, packing up afterwards, or taking on one of the many other 
jobs—thank you. Your efforts are sincerely appreciated. 



President’s Report Cont…... 

We would also like to acknowledge and thank Mingara Recreation Club for their continued 
support of our Fair and Show over many years. Their ongoing encouragement and assistance 
have been invaluable to our club, and we are extremely grateful for their continued  
partnership and support. 

A special thank you also goes to our generous sponsors, from local businesses to our own 
members who sponsored individual classes. Your support is invaluable and helps make 
events such as this possible. 

Overall, I believe the weekend was thoroughly enjoyed by everyone involved—our  
members, vendors, judges, volunteers and, of course, the thousands of visitors who came 
through the doors. There are simply too many people to thank individually, but you know 
who you are, and your contribution is greatly appreciated. 

On a sadder note, I was remiss in not acknowledging in our last bulletin the passing of Ken 
Cook. Ken was known to many of our members and had a great passion for orchids,  
particularly Sarcochilus. He was a gentle, kind man who will be fondly remembered. We  
extend our sincere sympathy to his family and friends. 

Looking ahead, we have several activities coming up. 

Our Bunnings BBQ will be held on Saturday 18 July, and we are seeking volunteers 

from 7.15 am onwards. If you are able to help, please add your name to the roster at the 
front desk during our meeting. 

On Friday 14 August, we will once again be travelling by bus to the St Ives Orchid Fair and 
Show. Seats are limited, so please add your name to the list as soon as possible if you would 

like to come along. Thank you once again to Steve Dunstan for generously volunteering to 
drive the bus. 

We are also now counting down to our own Spring Show. Please mark your diaries for setup 

on Friday 11 September, with the show to be held on Saturday 12 and Sunday 13  
September. There will once again be a Members’ Sales Table, with further details to be  
provided soon. Our Spring Show has a wonderful community atmosphere and is always a 
relaxed and enjoyable weekend, so I encourage everyone to come along and be part of it. 

Finally, I hope you enjoy our General Meeting on Monday 13 July, where our Show  

Coordinator, Marie Bartlett, will provide a review of this year’s Fair and Show. I’m sure it 
will be both informative and interesting. 

Until then, happy growing! 

Peter Brunker 

President 
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    Upcoming Speakers for 2026 

July - Marie Bartlett - Fair & Show Wrap Up 2026 

 

August - Panel of Preference - Talk to our panel of members that 

grow specific types of orchids to learn how to grow each best! 

 

September - Ray Clements (TBC on Topic) 

Dear Members  

As the Mingara Club jackpot draw has not been 

won and  

continues to increase and the crowds encroach 

into our meeting space, we are now able to  

relocate our meeting room downstairs into the  

Tasman rooms.  

This is a much quieter and calmer area for us to 

conduct our meetings. As well, the room will be 

preset for us; tables set out for our benching, 

and we won’t need to reposition the tables & 

chairs after our meeting.  

This is a real bonus for the few members who 

arrive early and leave late to ensure the room is 

set up. The Tasman rooms are downstairs 

(where we hold our Fair & Show). You can 

 access the lift or use the stairs. If you have a 

number of plants, you can also access the side 

door in the Loading Dock area, but you must  

return your car to the carpark after you have  

unloaded your plants.  

If you need some support with bringing plants 

into the club and returning at the end of the 

night,  

please phone (President) Peter Brunker on 

0468733732  

or Marie (Show Marshall) on 0404041803 and 

we will assist you.  



 No, you’re not seeing  

double!  

No need for Specsavers 

this week,  

we have TWO bus trips 

coming up, both on the 

Friday of each show in 

 order to score the best 

bargains! 
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2026 Mingara Orchid Club Show Results

PLANT NAME

GRAND CHAMPION Cymbidium

EXHIBITOR

Loretta & Paul Au

RESERVE CHAMPION

SPECIMEN CHAMPION

CHAMPION EXOTIC

SPECIES

CHAMPION CYMBIDIUM

HYBRID

CHAMPION LAELIINAE

HYBRID

CHAMPION MONOPODIAL

HYBRID

CHAMPION ONCIDIINAЕ

HYBRID

CHAMPION

CYPRIPEDIODEAE HYBRID

CHAMPION

CYPRIPEDIODEAE SPECIES

CHAMPION HYBRID

NOS

CHAMPION AUSTRALIAN

AUSTRALIAN HYBRID

Bridal Cascade

'Sydney Snow' AM/AOC-OSNSW

Paph. spicerianum
'Patricia' ACM/AM-AOC-OSNSW

Paph. spicerianum
'Patricia' ACM-AM/AOC-OSNSW

Cattleya walkeriana

Semi alba 'Mitchell'

Cym. Bridal Cascade

RIc. Dream Trader 'Rudak'

Phalaenopsis

Lianher Jellyfish

Oncidium Eye Candy

Paph. Neridah 'Rudak'
AM/AOC-OSNSW

Paph. spicerianum

'Patricia' ACM-AM/AOC-OSNSW

Dendrobium Kunika 'Bella'

Dendrobium

Hilda Poxon 'Red Lip'

Phillip Adams

Phillip Adams

Dave Munro

Loretta & Paul Au

Gloria & Allan Cushway

Julie Nicholas

Loretta & Paul Au

John & Marie Bartlett

Phillip Adams

Paul Coomber

Jody Cutajar

CHAMPION AUSTRALIAN /

AUSTRALIAN SPECIES

Mediocalcar decoratum Callyn Farrell

CHAMPION SEEDLING Phragmipedium besseae John & Marie Bartlett

CHAMPION NOVICE Oncidium Twinkle

x Gold Dust

Jim McEvoy

CHAMPION JUNIOR Oncidium Twinkle

'Fragrant Fantasy'

Bree Rounsley

CHAMPION FLORAL ART Theme: Storybook Sheryne Sadler










