


President’s Report…... 

Hello all as the orchid year comes to a close.  
 
All our local shows are now complete 

with only the OSNSW Summer Orchid Festival to go on Saturday & Sunday 13- 

14 th December in the Main Hall, River Rd Ermington to go. This new show, showcases Cattleya 
(Laelia) purpurata – The Queen of Laelias. Many MOC members are taking part in our own  
purpurata growing competition. They are magnificent group of orchids in flower right now, hence 
the timing of this new show, so those members with their plants in flower please bring to the 
MOC December general meeting and it will be a display to see. 

It was good catching up with so many members, partners & visitors to the MOC Christmas Party. I 
hope you had a great evening and thanks to the MOC committee and a big group of helpers to 
make the night successful.  
 
Thank you for the donation of Salads, sweets and raffle gifts. 

It’s been an early onset of heat with hot winds so its important to keep yourself and your orchids 
hydrated, Water very early or after the sun gets off you plants but you can help by keeping your 
green houses cool by watering the floor and under the benches. This brings the temperature 
down without watering the plant in the middle of the days heat and boiling your plants. 

Your committee needs you. Have a think about joining the MOC committee. We need a full  
committee to operate successfully.  

See you at the AGM. 

Merry Christmas to all 

Steve Dunstan President 



 

1. New Bank Details - For Membership Payment 

Bendigo Bank – Wyong 

BSB 633 000 

Acc No 233946797 

 

2. Just a reminder our AGM will be held on 8th December General Meeting.  

3. If anyone needs to order a new Name Badge, Please see the Secretary at the meeting or email. Badges 

are $11 each 

 

4. POT SHOP WILL BE CLOSED 19/12/25 UNTIL 5/1/26  Make sure you have all your repotting needs  

sorted before the break or miss out! 

Take care everyone 

Dellas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Speakers for 2026 

January - Rod Nurthern talking on Miltoniopsis 

February - Stewart Newman talking on Stanhopea 

March - TBA  

April - TBA  



 

 

MOVING HOUSE  

(or… How to Relocate a Jungle Without Losing Your Sanity) 

As most of you know, after losing my darling Keith, I moved house in November 2024. And of course, I didn’t move alone. Oh no. I brought 

with me a 2-year-old Golden Retriever who firmly believes he is still 6 months old, plus approximately 700 (or possibly 7,000… who’s 

counting?) orchids, Hoyas, carnivorous plants, bromeliads and an assortment of greenery. Not to mention the mountain of pots, hangers 

and every imaginable gardening accessory. 

All the orchids were temporarily tucked under shade cloth in the backyard until the bush houses were built. My wonderful son, with  

occasional assistance from two grandsons (when they weren’t busy with work and school),  

managed to build THREE bush houses: 

  Two measuring a whopping 9m x 3m 

  One perfectly square 6m x 6m 

 Along with reassembling an Aussie Shade House which can only be described as constructing a life-sized Meccano set… blindfolded. 

By March 25, they were finally complete. Some orchids were rushed inside and placed “strategically” – meaning anywhere there was a spare 

patch of bench. I am still discovering some in unexpected locations. The 6x6 house is destined to be the Hoya haven, although it’s not quite 

bright enough thanks to the forest of trees behind the property. So now I’m on the quest for the perfect grow lights and how best to adapt 

them. 

Enter the dream team. 

 Christian, owner of Coast Wired Electrical – Toukley (the best electrician on the coast, without question!) connected power to the 

two glass houses. Coast Wired Electrical is also a proud sponsor of our Fair & Show so please support him – brilliant work and very 

reasonable pricing. 

 Then came Ben and the boys from ABC Pumps & Irrigation – Berkeley Vale, another generous sponsor. For many years. They installed 

misting systems in all houses, all on timers, plus a fertiliser watering system. Ben cleverly set it up so I can mist all houses at once or 

control them individually. Absolute heaven! He even installed a small misting system on the back deck to keep the plants cool on 

scorching days. Luxury living for orchids! 

Now all that remains is for me to get organised. No more computer work for Mingara Orchid Club (hooray!), just the small task of sorting the 

jungle that is now my backyard and bush houses… all while still surrounded by boxes inside.  

Renovations have finally finished after a very long 12 months, so the next adventure is emptying everything. One day. Slowly. Very slowly. (I 

should live so long!) 

A massive thank you to my son Scott, plus Christian and Ben, for making this mammoth task happen. And also to Scott, Brooke, Rachael, 

Dean, Amanda, Mark, Marie, John, Peter 1 and Peter 2 who helped move my “stuff” 

and relocate the Mingara Pot Shop to its new home. 

And so, the fun continues. 

My advice? Never EVER move house. Just stay put and leave it to the kids. 

Looking forward to 2026! 

Dellas  



Ben “helping” The orchids chilling and waiting for their 

new home 



ABC Digging the trench for the 

 watering system 

HOME SWEET HOME AT LAST 



                                                                        

Pictures continued on next page……. 

November meeting Benching 

What a busy month! 

 



Plants benched for November meeting cont….. 

Pictures continued on next page……. 



Plants benched for November meeting cont….. 

Pictures continued on next page……. 


