


President’s Report…... 

President’s Report – August 2026 

Dear Members, 

I hope everyone has been keeping well and that your orchids have come through the winter 
in good condition. Although the mornings are still cool, there are definite signs that spring 
is not too far away, and many of our orchids are beginning to show new growth and the 
promise of flowers to come. 

This is an exciting time of the year for orchid growers. As the weather gradually warms, it 
will soon be time to start thinking about increasing watering and fertilising as our plants 
come back into active growth. It’s also a good opportunity to inspect your collection for any 
pests or diseases before the growing season gets into full swing. 

One of the great strengths of our club is the willingness of members to share their 
knowledge and experience. Whether you’ve been growing orchids for decades or have only 
recently discovered the hobby, there is always something new to learn. At our meeting on 
Monday night, we will have a panel of up to six of our own experienced growers, each with 
a particular interest and expertise in different groups of orchids. This will be an excellent 
opportunity to ask questions, seek advice and benefit from the wealth of knowledge within 
our own club. I encourage everyone to make the most of this session by bringing along their 
questions and joining in the discussion. 

Congratulations to our own Steve Dunstan, who was elected President of ANOS 
(Australasian Native Orchid Society) Central Coast Group on Monday night. Steve is well 
known to us all, and this is a wonderful achievement. Please join me in offering Steve our 
congratulations and best wishes in his new role. 

Members will also recall that, due to a technical hiccup at our July meeting, our Show  

Coordinator, Marie Bartlett, was unable to present her review of our Winter Show. I’m 
pleased to say Marie will be giving that presentation on Monday evening, and I’m sure 
we’ll all enjoy looking back at another successful show. Marie will also have lots of photos 
from the show to share with us, giving everyone an opportunity to relive the highlights and 
see the wonderful displays that were presented. 

 

An example of a Gongora rufescens flower, one 

of the plants offered for Auction this coming 

meeting.  



President’s Report Cont…... 

Our annual bus trip to the St Ives Orchid Fair will take place on Friday, 14 August, departing 

at 7.30 am. I understand there is now only one seat remaining, so if you would like to come 

along, please check with Dellas Johnson as soon as possible to see if that final seat is still 
available. It promises to be another wonderful day and a great opportunity to see some  
outstanding orchids. 

Monday’s meeting is also our last before our Spring Show, so we’ll be seeking volunteers to 
assist over the show weekend. Most of the volunteer roles involve providing security by 
keeping an eye on the display plants and being available to welcome visitors, answer  
questions and share your enthusiasm for orchids. If you can spare some time over the  
weekend, your assistance would be greatly appreciated. 

The roster for the Spring Show will be with Peter Brunker out the front. If you are able to 
assist over the show weekend, it would be greatly appreciated if you could add your name to 
the roster and nominate a time when you are available to help. 

On Monday night, we will also be holding a special auction of four orchids generously  
donated by Arnold Lockery. The plants include Gongora rufescens, Gongora truncata, 

and two Coelogyne Jannine Banks. They would make a wonderful addition to any  
collection. So bring along a few dollars and be ready to bid. Every bid helps support our 
club, and we thank Arnold for his generous donation. 

I hope you will be bringing along some plants for Monday night’s benching. The variety 
and quality of orchids our members grow is always impressive, and it’s a wonderful  
opportunity for us all to appreciate the beauty and diversity of these remarkable plants. 

Thank you once again for your continued support. I hope you enjoy Monday night’s  
growers’ panel, Marie’s presentation, and the opportunity to catch up with fellow members 
over a cup of tea. 

Happy growing, and let’s look forward to another successful Spring Show. 

Peter Brunker 

President 

Mingara Orchid Club 
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Don't forget we have a bus going to St. Ives show on 
Friday 14th August, leaves 7.30am from Westfield Tuggerah. 
Make sure you put your name down at the general meeting,  
only a couple of seats left. 
$30 Please pay Lesley either at the General Meeting or 
direct deposit 
$10 entry to the show. Pay on the day.  Correct money please. 
Further info at the general meeting. 
 
Our luncheon get together is at 11.30am on  
Wednesday 26th August at The Balcony Shelly Beach. 
Pay your own. 
This is a chat and social time for everyone to enjoy, 
Please see me for names so we can inform the restaurant  
of numbers. 
September events 
 
Our spring Show is on 12/13th September,  
setup on Thursday 10th. 
Judging on Friday 11th  -  2pm 
We will need some helpers on Thursday, but also help on the 
sales and raffle table as well as security around the orchids. 
Please check with Peter Brunker what time and days you have available to help. 
There will be a member's Sales Table. 
If selling native orchids please contact me for stickers. 
I will publish a list of native plants that will require registration at a later date. 
Also if you are selling plants, you will require to list your plants 
I will have a form for you to fill out.  
No list. No selling. 
 
Also in September following our show is  
Orchids Central. 
We will take a bus down on Friday 18th September. 
If you would like to go please put your name down at the General Meeting. 
Then on the same weekend is 
Plant Lovers Fair at Kariong. 19th/20th 
Looks like we are all going to be very busy by the end of 
September. 
 
Dellas  



 

 

 

 

    Upcoming Speakers for 2026 

August - Marie Bartlett - Fair & Show Wrap Up 2026 &  

Panel of Preference - Talk to our panel of members that grow specific types of or-

chids to learn how to grow each best! 

 

September - Ray Clements (TBC on Topic) 

 

October - Dylan Morrissey - Natives of the South Coast (NSW) 

 

November - Bailey Wong - Growing with LED Lights 

Dear Members  

As the Mingara Club jackpot draw has not been 

won and  

continues to increase and the crowds encroach 

into our meeting space, we are now able to  

relocate our meeting room downstairs into the  

Tasman rooms.  

This is a much quieter and calmer area for us to 

conduct our meetings. As well, the room will be 

preset for us; tables set out for our benching, 

and we won’t need to reposition the tables & 

chairs after our meeting.  

This is a real bonus for the few members who 

arrive early and leave late to ensure the room is 

set up. The Tasman rooms are downstairs 

(where we hold our Fair & Show). You can 

 access the lift or use the stairs. If you have a 

number of plants, you can also access the side 

door in the Loading Dock area, but you must  

return your car to the carpark after you have  

unloaded your plants.  

If you need some support with bringing plants 

into the club and returning at the end of the 

night,  

please phone (President) Peter Brunker on 

0468733732  

or Marie (Show Marshall) on 0404041803 and 

we will assist you.  



 No, you’re not seeing  

double!  

No need for Specsavers 

this week,  

we have TWO bus trips 

coming up, both on the 

Friday of each show in 

 order to score the best 

bargains! 



2026 Fair & Show Update… 

Saturday 27th & Sunday 28th June,                                                                                                                

benching set up Friday 26th June 

SPRING SHOW update… 

Show schedule…attached 

Registration 9-12 Friday 

Members sales table plants …                                                                                         

 Please give a list of your plants to Dean upon arrival                                                  

Please place a tag with your name & price into the pot.  

These will be collected by Sales table volunteer/s when your plant is sold  

so that payment to you can be finalised. 

 

Plant Sales Table                                                                                                                                                         

   A commission of 15% of the selling price will be deducted from the sale. 

➢ Only Orchids to be sold 

➢ All plants to be clean, tidy and free from disease and established in the pot or other growing medium.           

➢ The right to judge the saleability of a plant is reserved by the Show Marshal or any member of the            

     Mingara Orchid Committee. Their judgment is final  

***** Members selling any Australian Native Orchid must complete the appropriate form  

BEFORE placing with Sales Table Volunteers.  Forms will be available.  

 

Auction plants….. 

 



Mini memhers

Auction
August meeting

Arnold Lockrey generously has donated 4 varieties of
orchids for MOC to auction off to members as a

fundraising opportunity
Details in President and Show Marshall's reports!
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Mingara Orchid Club Inc.

2026 Mingara Orchid Club

Spring Orchid Fair & Show
Australian Native Orchids and Exotic Orchids

on display from around the world

Judging by AOC & ANOS Judges

Free Entry

Sat. 12th Sept. 9am - 4pm

Sun. 13th Sept. 10am – 3pm

Anglican Church Brooke Ave

Bateau Bay

Orchid Vendors:

Kawana Gardens, Ivan's Orchids,

Susan's Succulents, Members sales table (orchids)

Mingara Orchid Club Pot Shop with bark
& accessories

BBQ, Market Stalls, Great Food, Tea & Coffee

Display & Sales by Tuggerah Lakes Art Society

Display by The Entrance Knitters' Guild

For information: secretarymoc08@gmail.com

or Marie 0404041803

www.mingaraorchidelub.com.au

Facebook: Mingara Orchid Cluh

M



                                                                        

 

July Benching 

 

 



July Benching cont…. 



July Benching cont…. 



Congratulations…..                              

Winner of the Lucky Door Fruit Box. 

      Ron Richmond 

 

   Lucky Exhibitor  
     Peter Brunker 

Thank you…to JT Providores Tuggerah for their             

generous donation of our monthly lucky door prize.                                                                           
 7 Teamster Cl, Tuggerah (Business Park) 

Ph: 0498 609 346   

   

          Raffle Winners…        
Paul Irwin x 2, Peter Anderson, & Thuy Tran.  

Congratulations!                                    


