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Whatôs Happeningé. 
 

Presidents report,  

February Bunnings BBQ 

fundraiser, Nursery visit, 

Fair & Show progress and 

more!!                

                   

 

     
bŜȄǘ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ aƻƴǘƘƭȅ aŜŜǝƴƎ                         
aƻƴŘŀȅ фǘƘ aŀǊŎƘ нлнс  ϪтǇƳ 

 Benching vouchers are due to expire!  

 Organise a trip to the Pot Shop to  

   Redeem by March 31st 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please if you are feeling unwell, have a cough, cold or sore throat, think of 

your fellow members and their families and stay home.  

March 2026  
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Presidentõs Reporté... 
 

March is traditionally still a warm month, and with the level of humidity and rainfall weôve been experi-
encing, itôs important that we remain vigilant in our growing areas. I would like to remind members of  
Arnoldôs workshop and desk presentation at our previous meeting, particularly his advice to keep a close 
eye out for scale and mealybug. These pests thrive in warm, humid conditions. Also, given the amount of 
recent rainfall, please take care not to overwater your plants ð they may not need as much additional  
watering as usual. 

February also gave us two wonderful social occasions. The first was our visit to Van der Groot and Ken 
Scanlanôs nursery at Balcolyn on Lake Macquarie, which was thoroughly enjoyed by those who attended. 
In addition to viewing the plants and spending time together, we were privileged to be entertained with a 
delightful piano recital, which made the occasion even more special. 

The following week, we gathered again ð this time for a pub lunch at the Wyong Hotel. Approximately 
17 members joined together for lunch, good conversation, and plenty of laughs. It was a relaxed and  
enjoyable afternoon and a great opportunity for members to connect socially outside of our regular  
meetings. 

On the 18th of March, from about 10:00 a.m., there will be a morning tea at my place ð Peter Brunkerôs 
home ð 62 Bias Avenue, Bateau Bay. Tea, coffee and soft drinks will be provided. I look forward to  
seeing those who are able to attend for a relaxed catch-up. 

At our last monthly meeting, we were treated to a wonderful presentation by Stewart Newman on growing 
Stanhopea orchids. Stewartôs talk was extremely well received and generated a great deal of interest and 
questions from members. It was clear that everyone present appreciated both his knowledge and  
willingness to share his experience. 

This month, we look forward to a presentation by Graham Talbot on Catasetum orchids. Graham is a New 
South Wales judge and also a member of the Newcastle Orchid Society, and we are fortunate to have him 
speak to us. I am sure his expertise will make for another informative and enjoyable evening. 

Next month, at our meeting, we will be auctioning four orchids generously donated by Arnold Lockrey, 
including Coelogyne Janine Banks and Gongora truneata. Bring your dollars! 

A reminder to members who still hold pot shop vouchers ð these must be used by the end of March, so 
please donôt forget. 

Looking ahead, our annual show will be held on the 27th and 28th of June, with setup taking place on  
Friday, 26th June. Please mark these dates in your calendar. We will soon be calling for volunteers to  
assist with both the Friday setup and over the show weekend. Volunteering is always a rewarding  
experience and a great way to contribute to the success of our Club ð and itôs always a bit of fun as well. 

We also have a barbecue scheduled at Bunnings Tuggerah on 30th May. Given how successful our last 
barbecue was, it certainly makes sense to continue these fundraising efforts. They provide valuable  
additional funds for our Club and help support our activities throughout the year.  

You may recall that the Club is seeking sponsors for show classes at our June show, and we had a great 
response from members wanting to sponsor a particular class. We still have a number of show classes 
available for sponsorship. If you are able to sponsor a class, we would greatly appreciate your support. If 
you have sponsored previously, you might consider sponsoring another class as well! 

Thank you all for your continued enthusiasm and involvement. Wishing everyone happy gardening and 
successful orchid growing throughout March. 

Kind Regards  

Peter Brunker 

President  
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   OUR VISIT TO VANôS HOME 
 

   15 of our members headed off to Vanôs at Balcolyn, on a very hot Saturday morning. 
 
    We were greeted by Ken with a cup of coffee, and wandered down to look at all the  
    plants.   
    There were so many varieties to choose from, foliage plants, hoyas, carnivorous 
    plants, succulents, bat plants and of course orchids.  A big variety of oncidiums, 
    miltoniopsis, paphs, cymbidiums and cattleyas. Far too many to choose from. 
     
    Then came morning tea, hot cross buns, followed by curry puffs, which were delicious,  
    and coffee. 
    I then found out that Van is a violinist, as well as a pianist. 
    Into the music room we went and enjoyed a few melodies on the piano. 
    Paulôs attempts on the karaka needs some improvement. 
    Many thanks to Ken and Van for a great morning. 
 
     
Thanks, Dellas.            
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Upcoming Speakers for 2026  

March  -  Graeme Talbot (ñStumpyò) talking/ presentation 

  on Catasetinae alliance.  

April  - Auction of Arnoldôs Plants  

May  - Mark Mathews ñWhatôs Up at the Pot Shopò 

June - John Bartlett Growing Phragmipediums &  

  Paphiopedilums  



                                                                        

 

February Benching 



February Benching conté. 



February Benching conté. 



February Benching conté.. 









    Congratulationsé..                                                                                                    

  Winner of the Lucky Door Fruit Box . 

      Ian Thorn 

 Lucky Exhibitor   
Virginia Penfold         

Thank youéto Cresthaven Fresh Fruit Market  for their             

generous donation of our monthly lucky door prize.                                                                           

 Cresthaven  Shopping  Centre                                                          

 Cresthaven Ave. BATEAU BAY Ph. 43391607     

 

          Raffle Winnersé        
Marie Bartlett, Steve Dunstan, Lesley Rathbone, Jorgen 

Schultz, Jeanette Fraser & Dean Rounsley                                                       





 

Ring Dellas Johnston ð 0407939738 

By appointment only.  
 

POT SHOP  
 

53 Geoffrey Road Chittaway Point  

park on the grass - off the road.  

      (mad drivers on Geoffrey Rd)  
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